
 Those giving of their gifts 
through leadership follow.  

Officers Elected  
Chairperson Church Council Shannon 

Gaines;  Church Treasurer Linda Sawyer;  
Financial Secretary Marie Locke; Lay 

Member (Delegate) to Annual Conference 

Pam Blomberg; Alternate, Sam Blomberg; 
Lay Leader Lori Cunningham;  Recording 

Secretary Donna Martucci;  Membership 

Secretary Donna Martucci  

       Administrative Committees  

Committee on Pastor-Relations  
(Staff Parish) Chairperson Jan Poulton 

Class Members:  2010: Louise Gerheauser, 

John Pearson, Lynda Ehrman; 2011: Bar-

bara Greene, Phil Moeller, Jan Poulton; 
2012: Joseph Murphy, Judi Greaves, Geor-

gia Bickford  

Lay Member (delegate) to Annual Con-

ference  Pam Blomberg;  

Lay Leader Lori Cunningham 

         Committee on Finance  

Chairperson Lori Cunningham; and mem-
bers Joanne Ritz, Beverly Carbert, Richard 

Poe 

           Board of Trustees  

Chairperson Joe Cannon 

Class Members: 2010: Bill 

Miller, Everett Cunningham, 
Ron Ritz ; 2011: Lisa Studer, Larry Saw-

yer, Carol Defilippo; 2012: Joseph Cannon, 

Louise Gerheauser, Arnold Korando 

      Committee on Lay Leadership  

Chairperson Pastor Debbie Nelson 
Lay Leader Lori Cunningham 

Class Members:  2010: Everett Cunningham, 

Louise Gerheauser, Martha Endress; 2011: 
Grady Cunningham, Lisa Studer, Marie 

Locke; 2012: Rebecca Brown, Mary Ellen 

Cunningham, Mary Cannon 

    

Interpreter of Connectional Giving  

Beverly Carbert 
 

Ministry Group Chairpersons  
Disaster Response Coordinator Arnold 

Koranda and Jeff Crutcher 
Community Volunteers Louise Gerheauser 

Campus Ministry Representative Matt Nix 

Education Barbara Green 
Missions Cathie Moore, Joe Murphy 

Status and Role of Women Pauline Miller  

Stewardship Ken Philip 

Worship Vivian Lynch 
Childrenôs Home Representative Joy Ready 

Evangelism Becky Brown  

Prayer Advocacy Jim and Barbara Green  

    Age Level, Family, Specialized Min-

istries  Coordinator of Childrenôs  

Ministries Debbie Thompson 

Coordinator of Youth Ministries Matt Nix 
 

The 12 Tribes of RMCUMC  
1. Childrenôs Tribe: Debbie Thompson 

2. Youth Tribe: Matt Nix 

3. Worship Tribe: Vivian Lynch, Pastor 
Debbie, Jackie Rupert, Jim and Barbara 

Green, Martha Endress 

4. Hospitality Tribe: Louise Gerheauser, 
John Pearson, Arnie and Sue Koranda, Pam 

Blomberg 

5. 3F Tribe (Food, Fellowship, Fundrais-
ing): Dot Nelson, Grady Cunningham, Ar-

nie Koranda, Paul McCarty, Joy Ready, Joe 

Murphy, Becky Brown, Halla Scott, Marie 

Locke 
6. A-Team Tribe: Donna Martucci 

7. Menôs Ministry Tribe: Joe Cannon 

8. Womenôs Ministry Tribe: Alice  
Black; Lynda Ehrman, Carol Defilippo,    
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Celebrate  
the Season  

 
Friday, Dec. 4  

Hanging of the Greens  
 and Dinner, 6 p.m.  
Saturday, Dec. 12  
Pastorõs Christmas  

Open House, 3 - 6 p.m.  
Saturday, Dec. 19  
Christmas Angels   
Thursday, Dec. 24  

Christmas Eve  
Service, 7 p.m.   
Friday, Dec. 25  

Christmas  
 

and a Happy New Year! 

Welcome 

2010 Committee on Lay Leadership Approved at 2009 Charge Conference  
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 With the donations given for pump-
kins for the field trip children who did 
not have the money to buy pumpkins, 
we were able to give out at least 75 
pumpkins.  
 We got a lot of thank-yous from the 
children and teachers and big smiles 
once they got their pumpkins in their 
hands. We were also able to donate 
stickers so the children could make  
their jack-o-lanterns.   

 One of the best experiences I had  
was while working the afternoon of 
Halloween. A dad and his oldest 
daughter, about nine years old, 
shopped for the "perfect" pumpkin for 
the family.   
 They picked out a large one and it 
was "perfect" for dad to carve for his 
daughter and her two little sisters. 
When he found out it would cost  
about $12, they had to put it back. The 
tears flowed from the little girls and 

dad was bending and hugging her.  
 Joe Cannon went over and spoke to  
him. The dad had tears also. He ex-
plained he had been out of work for 
over six months. We were delighted to 
send that "perfect" pumpkin home 
with them for the family to have a 
good time carving for Halloween.  
 Thanks to all who helped us put 
smiles on so many faces. They will not 
be forgotten.  
    ðHalla Scott, volunteer  

                       ñFancy the rapture of being there when the world was made.ò ðE. P. Mather 

                PASTORõS ôPENõ  

                 LETõS GET ôBIZARRE,õ CHURCH! 
 I love a church bizarre. Now that is not ñbizarre 
churches,ò but rather those wonderful holiday church sales 

with homemade treasures and creative trinkets so lovingly 

and carefully crafted for the holidays. Why do I love the 

church bizarre? Well, perhaps because it was my first 
Christmas shopping spot as a child. Mom and dad would let 

me earn some extra allowance, and then spend it on some 

Christmas treasures at our church bizarre. 
 The excitement of it all was almost too much for me (I 

guess this may have been the precursor to my love of Black 

Friday ð hee, hee, hee).  
 As I lay in bed, I would muse é ñI wonder what good-

ies I can get for mom and dad é Di and George é ò Lying 

awake, I would think about how surprised they would be as 

they opened something from me on Christmas morning 
(although, many times I had trouble waiting that long). And 

I would think about how much they 

would love their new gift and how we 
would hug or give a smooch on the 

cheek. I just could not wait! 

 To this day, I truly LOVE to buy 
gifts for others, blessing them and finding 

fun ways to show love an appreciation 

for all they mean to me in my life. In fact, writing out the 

gift tags is one of my favorite parts of gift giving. In our 
house, we never tear right into a gift because we know the 

tags are sometimes the best part. Some of my favorite tags 

have read, ñTo my Swedish-Italian Meatball,ò which would 
be my dad é ñFrom Baby Meatball.ò Or, ñFor my Hungar-

ian mother,ò  to ñMy Hunky Kielbasaò é ñFrom your Little 

Link.ò (I cannot believe that I am sharing this é somebody 

stop me!) 
 You are probably wondering, ñUh, pastor é is there a 

point to this all? If not, Iôm movinô on to see what the Ano-

nymouse has to say in this issue.ò 
 Hold on, dear one ð  the point is coming. 

 As I sat listening to Alita Hendricks share about our 

Christmas Angelsô Ministry, I could not help but think of 
those days gone by when, as a young child, I was awakened 

to the love of giving. It was then that I whispered in prayer, 

ñLord, you really did create us to be givers é didnôt You? 

Just as You have given and given and given to us over the 
ages, we, too, were created to be just like You ð to give.ò 

 Over the years, I have found that those Christians who 

give of themselves ð in service, with their resources and 
their areas of gifting/skills ð have grown immensely in the 

Lord. Giving facilitates spiritual maturity. We truly become 

more like Him! 

 ñFor God so loved the world that He gave ... John 

3:16ò 
 In a world that takes and takes, we are called to be like 

our Father. In a world that encourages us to hoard and con-
sume and keep collections and go into debt so we can have 

the finest and best, our great God whispers, ñGive!ò ñShow 

them the way I love and take time with the tags, too. 
 Say, ñTo: The Lonely, Lost Oneò é ñFrom: A Friend 

You have in Jesus.ò 

 Or write out, ñTo: My Weary Friendò é ñFrom: A 
Hand to Guide Youò 

 And do not forget, ñTo: The Hungry Oneò é ñFrom: 

Another Beggar Who Has Found True BREAD!ò 

 ñThey will not óget-itô unless you give It!ò 
 Someone out there needs the Gift that you have found, 

and they need a specialized tag, too. So letôs get ñbizarre,ò 

church! We have heaven-made goodies, spiritual gifts that 
will never break or rot or decay é and, most of all, we have 

Jesus ð the Gift of gifts ð the One who came to be given 

away. 

 So get wrapped up in the real meaning of this season, 
beloved, and with wide-eyed, childlike anticipation é letôs 

be the givers we are called to be! When it comes to Jesus, it 

is not just the thought that counts, so give Him away! 
 I feel another sleepless night just thinking about it.ƽ 
                              
                                   ðPastor Debbie 

From: 

Happy 

 Cat 

The Gift of Giving Reaches Into All Areas and All Hearts   
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Potty Planter Fundraiser        
    Joe Is Flush With Success  

      I want to thank you for your support 
and participation in the ñPotty Planterò 

fundraiser. This was a very enjoyable 

and funny event. I saw lots of people 

laughing and heard a lot of jokes as re-
cipients called for the pick-up of the 

potty.  

 I had a goal to deliver and make $20 
a day for 38 days ($760). With your 

wonderful support and the aid of a 

newspaper article, we raised $887.12. 
The potty traveled around Ridge Manor 

for a couple of days and then went to St. Joe. While it was 

there, I received a call that the potty was flushed. 

(disposed of). I was blessed the same day with three more.  
 Now business really started picking up. I was making 

two to three drops a night. The potties were seen in the 

areas of St. Joseph, San Antonio, Dade City, Zephyrhills, 
Brooksville, Spring Hill and, of course, the lovely area of 

Ridge Manor. Even Richard Morgan called and wanted in 

on the action.  
 There was some controversy. First, a neighborhood 

resident complained about the potty detracting from the 

lush appearance of the lawns in the area. Then came the 

call that if the potty wasnôt removed by morning it would 
be flushed, and, finally, there was a complaint about the 

sign. Immediate actions were taken to remove the potty 

and to change the sign.  
    Throughout the fundraiser I received calls from people 

wanting to know how I came up with the idea and how to 

run it. But the most rewarding call was from the Cancer 

Society asking me if I would donate the potty to them so it 
could be used at upcoming functions. Now that it is done 

(for now), I must say I would love to do it in the future 

with more people being involved.  
    For those still wondering if they will be a recipient, I 

can tell you this, one potty has been donated to the Can-

cer Society and three others went to our sister church in 
Spring Lake. But remember, you could be chosen for 

potty duty, complete with sign: ñJust Got Flushed By 

the Spirit of the Lordò 

    And if you do, remember, ñLaughter Is Good Medi-
cine.ò  Once again, thank you, and God bless,  

   ðJoe Cannon, menôs ministry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              ñGood judgment comes from experience, and a lot of that comes from bad judgment."  ðWill Rogers 

 
Hymns and  Memories  

What hymn has special memories for you?  
 

   Like Pastor Deb, I have many favorite hymns. However, the 

one that popped into my head when asked 

was ñHoly, Holy, Holy.ò   

   Whenever I hear this classic or think of it, 
my motherôs memory also comes to mind.  

Iôm not sure why I connect this hymn to my 

mother ð perhaps it was her favorite or per-
haps buried in my subconscious I remember 

her singing it. In the end, the reason for the 

association does not matter. 
   My mother loved her church and sang in the choir as often 
as she could  (I did not inherit her singing voice). As a family 
we didnôt go to church as regularly as she would have liked 
ð  the realities of farming and a long drive to town got in the 
way. Nevertheless her spirituality was part of our family life. 
She lost her battle with cancer when I was 14. 
 ñHoly, Holy, Holyò may not have been Momôs favorite 
but the hymn is special to me because it connects my present 
with her. The seeds of faith she planted when I was young are 
finally growing and I hope she is proud. ðBev Carbert 

Some Things Never Change 
    In going through old documents, Bob Beard came 
upon a yellowed piece of paper with these words:   

    Of all sad words that ever were writ, saddest are 

these ñKindly Remit.ò The sweetest words ere spoken, 
I spec, are the joyous trio ñKindly find check.ò 

Tugs of the Heart  
 Last issueôs article on Ruth Fitzwater, written by Pauline 

Miller, and Ruthôs letter to the congregation, have warmed 
many hearts. In fact, Marie Locke e-mailed the newsletter to 

a friend in Michigan. Her friend Pat wrote back, ñI don't 

even know Ruth but I think I'm gonna miss her too!ò                

  Marie also e-mailed her friend a picture of the pink toilet 
when it was in her yard and explained that it was partly a 

fundraiser for Richard Morgan, whose picture was on an-

other page in the newsletter. ñShe sent a check to me for 
Richard saying that shipping costs to Michigan would be too 

much so the check would take care of it!ò  

BEV 

Pumpkin Patch  
Special 

 

 

    In the fall of 1959, the 18 -

year-old guy and the 15 -year-

old girl, above, are on a daytime 

ôdateõ shortly after meeting.  

    A year later, right, they are 

headed to a Christmas party ñ 

six months before getting mar-

ried.  

BACK  
IN 

TIME  
Who are they?  
Check Page 9  


