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To build a warm and welcoming
church family where the wounded,
weary and wondering are becoming
transformed followers of Jesus Christ.
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PASTORG O HRIO

LETG GET O IBARRE, OHURLCH!

I l ove a church bizarre.CHNroiwsttmad Amrsgalogd fiMiirziagtrrey,
churches, 0 but rather t ho sthmsedaysgdne byfwhen, ahaoybungdchilg, | vas awakened
with homemade treasures and creative trinkets so lovinglyto the love ofgiving. It was then that | whispered in prayer,
and carefully crafted for the holidays. Why do | lovethe fiLor d, you really did creat
church bizarre? Well, perhaps because it was my first ~ Just as You have given and given and given to us over the
Christmas shopping spot as a child. Mom and dad would leges, we, too, were created to be just like ot 0 gi v e .
me earn some extra allowance, and then spend it on some Over the years, | have found that those Christians who
Christmas treasures at our church bizarre. give of themselved in service, with their resources and

The excitement of it all was almost too much for me (Itheir areas of gifting/skill® have grown immensely in the
guess this may have been the precursor to my love of Blatkrd. Giving facilitates spiritual maturity. We truly become

Fridayd hee, hee, hge more like Him!

As | lay in bed, | woul d musoa éGofdl swo nl devre dwh ahte gnoood
ies | can get for mom and 3daldoé Di and George é 0 Lyi
awake, | would think about how surprised they would be as In a world that takes and takes, we are called to be like
they opened something frome on Christmas morning our Father. In a world that encourages us to hoard and con-
(although, many times | had trouble waiting that long). Andume and keep collections and go into debt so we can have
| would think about how much they the finest and besGivd Ouii Sigo"

would love their new gift and how we
would hug or give a smooch on the
cheek. I just could not wait!

them the way | love and take time with the tags, too.

Say, ATo: The Lonely, Lost
You have in Jesus. 0

To this day, | truly LOVE to buy Or write out, ATo: My Wear
gifts for others, blessing them and finding Hand to Guide Youo
fun ways to show love an appreciation And do not forget, ATo: TF
for all they mean to me in my life. In fact, writing outthe Anot her Beggar Who Has Foun
gift tags is one of my favorite parts of gift giving. In our AThey wi-ltoénonl égetyou gi v
house, we never tear right into a gift because we know the  Someone out there needs the Gift that you have found,
tags are sometimes the best part. Some of my favoritetagsnd t hey need a specialized
have read, AT o | mya nS wekedait sbha thurchbWewdive ledvenade golodies, spiritual gifts that
be my dad é AFrom Baby Meaidbddl In.eov e®r ,brieRackkr omy rkoun goar -
ian mother, o to AMYy Hunkylessd thé Gifaokgited the Ofidiwhamcameytoobe giverl i t
Link.o (I cannot believe tawyyt | am sharing this €é son
stop mel) So get wrapped up in the real meaning of this season,

You are probably wonder ibelgved, dndwith wigeaysetdar céhiilsd|Itibkeer ear

point to this all? |f n ot ,be thedgiversmve aré calied tobe! Wthen it somes towdsast it
nymouse has to say in t hi sisnotfsthethoaghtthat counts, so give Him away!
Hold on, dear ond the point is coming. I feel another sl eepless r
As | sat listening to Alita Hendricks share about our 8 Pastor Debbie
The Gift of Giving Reaches Into All Areas and All Hearts (4
With the donations given for pump- One of the best experiences | had dad was bending and hugging her.
kins for the field trip children who did Was while working the afternoon of Joe Cannon went over and spoke to
not have the money to buy pumpkins, Halloween. A dad and his oldest him. The dad had tears also. He ex-
we were able to give out at least 75 daughter, about nine years old, plained he had been out of work for
pumpkins. shopped for the "perfect” pumpkin for over six months. We were delighted to
We got a lot of thantyous from the the family. send that "perfect” pumpkin home
children and teachers and big smiles ~ They picked out a large one and it with them for the family to have a
once they got their pumpkins in their Was “perfect” for dad to carve for his good time carving for Halloween.
handsWe were also able to donate  daughter and her two little sisters. Thanks to all who helped us put
stickers so the children could make When he found out it would cost smiles on so many faces. They will not
their jacko-lanterns. about $12, they had to put it back. Thée forgotten.
tears flowed from the little girls and o0 Halla Scott, volunteer

2 AFancy the rapture of bei @& PtMathere when t he wor
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Hymns and Memories

| What hymn has special memories for you?

Like Pastor Deb, | have many favorite hymns. However, the
one that popped into my head when asked

B was AHol vy, Hol vy,
Whenever | hear this classic or think of

my mot her ds memory
|l 6m not sure why |

haps buried in my subconscious | remem

association does not matter.

My mother loved her church and sang in the choir as ofte
as she could (I did not inherit her singing voice). As a famil

we didndt go to church as
0 the realities of farming and a long drive to town got in
way. Nevertheless her spirituality was part of our family li
She lost her battle with cancer when | was 14.
AHoly, Holy, Holyo

may n

Ho Ifu)ﬁd‘ra

W motherd perhaps it was her favorite or per

her singing it. In the end, the reason for the

Potty Planter Fundraiser

Joe Is Flush With Success

| want to thank you for your support &8
nd, participation
Rer. This was a very enjoyable
and funny event. | saw lats of people
chidh 2t Al 3 brbioele e
%i&éﬁtg &fteli forth bieﬁlp of'tHe™N
'Potty. :

| had a goal to deliver and make $2¢
a day for 38 days ($760). With your ¢
wonderful support and the aid of a upkm batch
'ﬂewspaper article, we raised $887.12. Special

he potty traveled aro Rid anor
thgrga clJ!iuMpleglo?ecfa)}él ar%g%wen %vqeqr':{éto g{%oue.l\/\ﬁwile [
fe there, | received a call that the potty was flushed.

(disposed of). | was blessed the same day with three more.

ot Nevhysinesg ieallystaiied pirgiRg up- bwamaking e

EDTCZA

it,

be

ave
was

but the hymn is special to me because it connects my preséwp to three drops a night. The potties were seen in the
with her. The seeds of faith she planted when | was young aréas of St. Joseph, San Antonio, Dade City, Zephyrhills,

finally growing and | hope she is proudl.Bev Carbert

Brooksville, Spring Hill and, of course, the lovely area of
Ridge Manor. Even Richard Morgan called and wanted in

Tugs of the Heart

on the action.
There was some controversy. First, a neighborhood

Y Last issueds article on | Rdideht complidinedbBout@ne pottyMétracting fof the ¥
Miller, and Ruthos |l etter| shappdarBincEoPtRedalvhInk arédhen Bamedtfe V
many hearts. In fact, Marie Lockengailed the newslettertdo - 2 | | t hat if t he potty wasn
a friend in Michigan. Her/| fefisked dnd Rifaly, thére Rds & comfamttabout the ¢
even know Ruth but | thin

¥ Marie also emailed her friend a picture of the pink toi
when it was in her yard and explained that it was partly @

fundraiser for Richard Morgan, whose picture was on ant

ot her page in the newsl et
Richard saying that shipping costs to Michigan would be
much so the check would t

K sigh. Infhediafe Bctichs wWBie 8aRen tB Rhove tH pdity?
tand to change the sign.

L Throughout the fundraiser | received calls from people
wanting to know how | came up with the idea and how to

t & it. Butthe fhést réwdrBidg cal was fofnGhk cadn@r ME

to@ociety asking me if | would donate the potty to them so it

a ko@d be Bsédet uBcbmirlg fuhcfons. Now that it is done
(for now), | must say | would love to do it in the future

BACK
IN
TIME

Who are they?
Check Page 9

In the fall of 1959, the 18
year-old guy and the 15 -year-
old girl, above, are on a daytime
6dated shortly

A year later, right, they are
headed to a Christmas party f
six months before getting mar-
ried.

with more people being involved.

For those still wondering if they will be a recipient, |
can tell you this, one potty has been donated to the Can-
cer Society and three others went to our sister church in
Spring Lake. But remember, you could be chosen for

potty duty, complete with
the Spirit of the Lordo
And i f you do, remember,
cine. o Once again, t hank
dJoe Cannon, menos |

Some Things Never Change
In going through old documents, Bob Beard came
upon a yellowed piece of paper with these words:
Of all sad words that ever were writ, saddest are

iGood judgment comes f

these AKindly Remit.d The
| spec, are the joyous tr
rom experienceé&WillRogecs a | o3t 0



