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ﬁ The Times They AreA -Ch an %ﬂ 9]
Picture your pastor at the beach in zation for some time. It includes

the shade of an umbrella, digging her 6The job of t &acknowedging Rastor Dabbie's gifts and
toes into the warm sand and downing not necessarily to shepherd | strengths, letting her work to those. And
icy beverage. She has book, cell pho| the people, but to see that the| taking everything else off her plate.

computer and a quiet spot to relax an peopl e ar e s he meansgdrerdizing the things that
stare out at the blue sky and fat whit only she can do for us: Spiritual nourish-
clouds. It's down time. ment through (Sunday and Saturday) wor-

How can this be? It cal because the strategic planninghip services, theolog_ical leadership and guidance to minis-
team realized the pastor is overloaded (they had a flare f6y and other leaders in the church so they can have the
the obvious). She cannot successfully continue to do it aflr€atest impact. _ _

Whether she recoups at the beach or not, she is to follow al IS means, by necessity and design, lesstaiglpy ac-
strict doeable schedule that allows her breathing room. Si&SS t0 Pastor Debbie, and more structure and accountabil-
must surrender to a revamped job description. Ity o our activities.

No frantic lastminute phone calls, no late night/early This does not mean any less pastoral care. On the con-

: . : ! trary, through Stephens Ministries (Christian counseling
morning computer time, no sl_<|pped m_eals, no sleepless and support) and other changes recommended in the Vision
r_nghts, no unschgduled meetings, no 'mposs'b'e expectaplan, we are convinced that people will rise up and pastoral
tions, and no plaln, unve_lrnlshed, weariness. care will be even better.

The Executive Committee has been working on reorganipring the course of the visioning early this year, the
Executive Committee came to realize
R the church has grown and the pastoral
PUMPKI NS COMI NG TO 0 !P U Makt Kinler)Nxpediatioht v eGelyb i
what could reasonably be expected of
one person.

"@{3 _Arecent article on a UMC internet
U U NeladdedfufthePclytio' te lsfu@ t €

Save the date! Oct. 8he semitruck will arrive from
New Mexico at 4 p.md loaded with pumpkins.
I f youbve never had the

? The writer, Jeff Stiggins*, claings that
the line of folks who unl Sy € M50 e is 8 natyrdl rO\Atharl?ilePn‘
wear clothing that you do({gR N ior Gvahip 428 i (URG) Enrénest P U M

come as they are). (Other experts put the number at 100,
Inside This Issue _This will be the begin-  gegt pressed? a size more consistent with our own
ning of a busy month. observations).
1-2-3 Blast Off 2 The Patch opens Saturday, Oct. 9, and
Back in Time 3 will be open daily through Sunday, Oct. Following is an excerpt from
Calendar 6 31, from 9 a.m. to dusk Monday through | St i ggi nsd internet p
No Flea Market? 8 Saturday and 12 p.m. to dusk on Sunday. Congregations with an average wor-

0 Hiea Market: We have a lot of activities planned. ship between 70 and
Habitat Update 9 Also, on the ninth, Grady Cunningham churcho differently
Camp Blessings 11 and crew will take a trailer load to the tions with an average worship be-

Firemen Honored 12 Scarecrow Festival in Dade City. Then tween of 225 and 400. Martin (the
Photo contributors: Saturday, Oct. 16, he will take another writer is referring to a book written
e o, oo Sk trailer load to Bushnell to its festival. by Kevi nThéMythofithe , i
berg, George Nelson, Louise
Gerheauser d Continued on Page 12 d Continued on Page 10
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3-2-1A Blast Off!

The year was 1983 and the final

destination i Kennedy Space Center
Our family was having a super vacation in Florida
despite record low temperatures with suitcases full of

shorts and tee shirts, brrrr. t he
pl ace on eartho where we etk nd
chased Disney sweatshirts, we made our way over to the

space coast ready for an 7 Are you ready ? : ur

Space Center.

It was indeed a grand day, and the temperature rose
above freezing, so we were elated. Launch pads, space
films, and shuttles. Oh, my! We were having a fantastic
time. Armstrongs and Buzz Aldrins of the world. This pastor

The photo opportunities were plentiful as well. We can be a real scaredy cat and the unknown makes her fur
spotted what we thought to be a statue of an astronaustand on end. How blessed we are to have people ready
on a bench, and mom and dad suggested I sitnexttot o go fiwhere no man has ev
him, his fAmake pretendo ar Buttleen Irtholglet dboud miristryn God loves tesdo 0 U
der on the back of the bench. Then it happened. With new things and surprise us even when we think we
the happy vacationers strolling past me, | shrieked in know what is going to happen next. Just ask Noah or

horror as the thickjloved hand squeezed my-§8ar Joseph or David, or the disciples or Saul turned Paul,

old shoulder. It was alive! and the |list could go on a
And, Beloved, the horror flick beauty queenscoulda box 06 and | imited in what

not have held a candle to my bleodrdling screams.  who trust Him.

My family splitd yup, left me right there on the Isaiah 43:19 read§, See, | am doi ng

ground (my new seat, now at the feet of my-téalgal- THING! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? |

axy guy) . One might s ay antnhkidg aWay & the desent and streanhs iritthei f t

| shot straight up and landed on the ground. Peoplewavea st el and . 0

laughing hysterically once the shock wore off, as | (Anyone notice that it fs

crawled off to find my @s bcamathelpbudféelthkat | am badktat the 8pace n o t

finest Kodak moment, although my sister begs to diffeiCenter, watching that incredibleMax movie of a lift
Ever have someone or something send YOU into omff. The sound and vibrations are made to be as if you
bit? I mean, it seems s arewitnessing/a launch in perSon.dt shakgsyour in-1  h
expecting to encounter astronauts? After all, this was sides.
their turf. | was the visitor. Yet, admidst my seeing the  Yup, it will make your liver quiver, Beloved! And
sights, | forgot about the reality of where | was, and | yet, | feel that sensation right now in the life of our
was launched into fear. For quite some time afterwardgshurchd a new vision, a solid mission, a new staff per-
the sight of a space helmet made me twitch. son about to join the team and lift off right in front of
Ironically, 10 years later, | would be standing in a us. Are you ready? Are you expecting it? It is about to
classroom teaching an entire unit on space, and Iwoulls pr i ng upo among us.
take hundreds of students to the Kennedy Space CenterLet 6 s avoid any embarrass
over five years of field trips. You cannot tell me that okay? The countdown has begun and you are on the
God does not have a sense of humor. | aunch pad with me. Letos
Oh, and that awful phot teirealknhgppers.We fiave new wollds to expi@e a
hit during shown-tell before our field trips. What we do and places to go that we never dreamed we could.
not do for our kids! What expression will your Kodak moment reveal?

I'n all seriousness, thogghggsd Mush; hpndit & LocpiE
such as astronauts. All the unknowns and things that —
could go wrong with a space launch. God bless the Neil APastor Debbie <5

/;«VO

"Humor is also a way of saying something serioud.'S Eliot



October/November 2010

/ e s Reaching Out

to Community

Hello, to all my brothers and
sisters in Christ. Thank you for
your generous giving to our food
pantry.

In the last two months we have
given away 2,300 pounds of food
to over 70 families and individu-
ALICE als.

The USDA program is going
strong with over 1,100 pounds of
food distributed in the last 2
months.

Your continued support is vital
to the growth and welbeing of
this outreach mission.

Hy mns é and
Role Models for Life

Two hymns come to mind for they remind me
of three very special people who touched my life.
"In the Garden'reminds me of my grandmother and
my mother, andAmazing Grace'teminds me of my ‘
fatherin-law. il %

The faith they shared and the strength they displayed
gave me the courage to become the person | am to-
day.These hymns are favorites because each time | hear them | remember
that they are still with me and that God is too.

d Alice Black

Good Friend Passes Away
Chris Steffens, 75, was born in Flensburg, Germany, wher Sometimes this is the only way
he sought to learn about God and death from his grandmathef,q are able to reach out and touch
However, he said, his father forbade the family from discuss- those with Jesus love.
ing religion. Later, through his friends in Ridge Manor, he In the next few weeks the pan-
said he found comfort in confessing his sins and receiving try team will be planning for the
: grace. On Sept. 6, Chris went to be with his grandmother upcoming holidays: October
CHRIS where you can imagine there will be no question unanswered.Pumpkin Patch, November

~ (D

Thanksgiving and December
Christmas/Angel tree.
BACK IN TI M E 0 Linda Mga_ms, food
ministry leader
| grew up in Lake Wales, Fla., as Mary Margaret Thornhill. This is a pic-

ture of me with my parents, Margaret and Jimmy Thornbhill, taken in 1952Think About It ...

It was a great time to grow up! Most families were strong units, and we hadThe following is an excerpt from commen-

fun doing simple things, like making (and eating!) mud pies, having tea PRy by the RewRich Peck, retired clergy,

ties with dolls and climbing trees. The church was a vital part of our life, o Review Florida United Methodist News

and | always looked forward to our  Service, at tparham@flumc.org>

monthly church suppers where Here are some catch phrases you

someone ALWAYS made heavenly  might be tempted to use, but when

hash and brown rice casserole, two  taken to their logical conclusions are

of my favorites! actually contrary to the spirit of Christ.

Our small town was pretty much iGod never gives y
like a great big family it was like than you are capabl
having LOTS of parents and grand- AThere but for the
parents! Everyone intownknewmy go | . 0
dog and liked for him to come visit. AGod must have a s
My second grade teacher didn'tfeel  ,;nose for him as he is the only
quite the same when "Bounce" survivor . o
showed up at school, but it was no icod |loved the chi
problemé 757 BB G EME wants her in Heaven
picked him up!

fiGod has no hands

We read the Bible in school and . .
do Hi s work. o

SV LD o GG TR We do far better sticking to the com-

: ”
good times go? forting and nourishing words of Scrip-
Back in Time, Page 4 ture. d the Rev. Peck

AENt husi asm i s excitement wi t h i n&BoiBenaetti on, 3not |
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Generosity Appreciated

Now that school has started you can see
all of the kids showing off their new clothesji&
shoes and backpacks.

The glimmer in their eyes and the pride
they display are just simply priceless. Just
imagine that you are a parent and you fell
into hard times wit!/
would you do? G

Well, let me tell you one of your choices
You could visit a little white church in the |
little bitty community of Ridge Manor, Flor- g
ida. Thatos right. I
nity United Methodist Church provided 26 L ;
backpacks loaded with school supplies and PASTOR DEBBIE BLESSES BACKPACKS
24 pairs of shoes to our little gifts from God.Jan Poulton, Bonnie Allard, Louise Gerheauser, and Brandy Callahan are among those

Their eyes could light up the night sky bewho came forward to hold the 26 backpacks to be given to the children.
cause of the giving by the BIG hearted in our
little, white church. The backpack committee wants to say thanks to all of

Your continuous generosity in giving provides what isyou for your kindness and generosity. Thanks for creating
needed to have backpacks for school, Thanksgivingbas-hes e pri cel ess moments for
kets and Christmas Angels. change the hearts of families. 8 Mary Cannon

Letter to Congregation: Sandy Says Goodbye as She Begins Her New Life

I will miss you greatly, but as one chapter in my life who you are. | will miss each one of you very much not
ends, another one begins. | met Pastor Debbie in 2004.only on Sundays, but for all the special events at the
Pastor Debbie was so genuine, kind, and | could seechech.
was filled with the spirit of the Lord. | was drawntoher La kel and is an hour away, a
and then to the church, where | met the first real churchticipate in all the activities now. Although it was a painful
family I 6ve ever known. move for me, God had a plan for me that | soon came to
Louise, you came to be my Florida mom, always therenderstand was an abundant blessing.
to lend an ear, and give a warm hug, thank you. | wrestled with the Lord, but God put the perfect person
Pam, Wow! Your quiet strength in the Lord and His in my path, who had great patience, love and understand-
word that you give us in Koinonia has been a great blessimyg . Li ke Mother Nature, don
to me, and | learned a lot more about the Bible and the Lord. If you ask him for help as | did (on my knees), trust
other members who attended. him to deliver! He will, and He has for me many times.
So many of you | consider true friends, and you know  In an hour of deep despair, | prayed for someone to help
me, be there for me, to really love me, and God an-
swered! Jeff Jones, now my fiancé, was that person. We
are to be married Jan.1, 2011, and | will be joining with
him in marriage and begin aI new church life with him and
Ri's W2 mi?"y °d'¢ Yst. Paul 6s Lu
We may pop in sometime to visit you at Ridge Manor,
et _ a ey ydu are more than welcome to pop in on us here.
started dati nogHeiy 0 BhanWdb8dAess we have a thing calledadl nowadays.
Ther e Ge ovaspip@uldbi : It makes staying in touch so much easier.
song. Also, he had family roots in Georgia God Bless you all. Love, Sandy Pritts
Georgia, so started callling me 6Georgie
Girl 6 which | ed t oMyt heaumgihakernrabme 46 Geor gi a8
name is Georgiana Margaret, hence she was named afteGRANDMA'S AGE
me (both my given name and my nickname), my mother | jttle Bobby asked his grandmother how old she was.

BACK IN TIME i from page 3

Mary Margaret Thornhill is Georgia
Bickford. She exnrg
child and named after my mother, Méa
garetMy daught er s

)]

and also my mothan-l a w,  A\s anaerealtor, Geor: She answemecdc,e fahhi rhtoy di ng.
gia cleverly makes the most of her name with the He thought for a minute, t
catchy internet site: www. Georgiasellsflorida you be if youdfromtVariglooeke

4 Al f you only do wkatouy e vier o widohom raugea mudcd . 0
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HAPPY 80TH, ROSE

SHOWING CONCERN
Ted Lokietz checks on his
long-time friend, Bill Miller,
prior to Sunday service,
Aug. 29. Ted, and Bill are
what people usually call
opillarsdé of
their years of service. They
also have been heavily in-
volved in the Ridge Manor
community and are known
for their hours of time and
giving in many ways to the
church and Ridge Manor,
especially Scouts and Little
League. While both are dealing with health problems, they are

r admired for their determination to be in church every week.

The | adiesd Tuesday noon | u
Shetenhelm with a birthday cake. Shown are, | -r, Marie
Locke, Yvette Davy, Louise Gerheauser, Sue Hughlett,
Linda Sawyer, Sandy Pritts, Halla Scott, and Alice Black.
The womends social group me
the month at Dennyds and i s
HE6S I N THE ARMY NOW

Kenny Boyne, who has been in-
volved in church activities for a
number of years, is now a private

in the army. The congregation has
been urged to write to Kenny, and

it is a good idea. But, not yet i
Kennyo6s back home
ployment. His new address will be

announced, and Kenny will be

W

KENNY

looking for all your letters from home..

HALLELUJAH!
Yes! All who enjoy

edbitherh db?pel thkih r
HadPaSdhl tréaPsut N Y
day, Sept. 9, when Carol
Heath and Jim Futrell
led the "worship in mu-
sic" portion of the ser-
vice. Jackie Rupert,
who serves as pianist
at RMCUMC and at
Spring Lake Methodist Church, enjoys the vocalists there so

riutcinn g sfhoer ak&-ed them here for al
they are so good. 6 It was a | i ve
An enthusiastic footstompind har

pl easure, o0l knew | was exactly

A SPECIAL é

INVITATION  f == ~
To breakfast and fellowship, followed
by Bible study. Leader of the Koino-

KOINONIA CAFE

nia Café study group, Pam Blomberg, brings her Bible knowledge to good use as members gather to learn through lessons ,

songs, and videos. Come join in. Breakfast, 8:30 a.m (small donation ); Study, 9 a.m.;

Fellowship,-88G&.m.

fiTears ar e

wor ds

t shUakndwe a r t canot

expressb5o
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2010 October/November Schedule

WORSHIP SERVICES

SUNDAYS

Koinonia Café, 8:30 a.m.

Bible Study, 9 a.m.
Worship, 10:15 a.m.

Communion, first Sunday

Childrends
Fifth Sundays

of f er i,

Community
Thanksgiving Service
at RMCUMC
Wednesday,
Nov. 24, 7 p.m.

FAITH AND
FELLOWSHIP

UuMw

First Wednesday, 12:30 p.m.

Mendés Fell owshi
Second Tuesday, 8 p.m

Ladies Lunch
Dennyds
Third Tuesday, noon

FOOD
USDA
Food distribution
First Monday
4:30 p.m. i 6:30 p.m.

Jericho Road
Food distribution
Second Tuesday

9a.m.A noon
4:30 fi 6:30 p.m

RMCUMC
Food Pantry
Third Monday
4:30 i 6:30 p.m

SCOUTS

Boy Scouts
Cub Scouts

Mondays, 7 p.m.

CHILDREN
TBA

LEADERSHIP

Executive Committee
Tuesdays, noon

Trustees,
Third Tuesday,
m. i 8p.m.

Charge Conference
Nov. 7, 2 p.m.
First UMC, Lutz

SMALL GROUPS

Lori and Grady
Cunningham
Every Other Monday
Dade City
352-567-0150

Alice Black
Tuesdays, 2:30 p.m.
Brooksville
353-796-0023

Bill and Pauline Miller
Wednesday, 1 p.m., Sept. 29
Lakewood Estates
352-467-9289

Halla Scott
Wednesdays, 1 p.m.,
starting Oct. 13
Whispering Oaks
352-467-0233

YOUTH

Youth Ministry
Thursdays
6A 8 p.m.

HOLIDAYS/
OBSERVANCES

Columbus Day, Oct. 11
Halloween, Oct. 31
Election Day, Nov. 2
Veterans Day, Nov. 11
Thanksgiving Service, Nov. 24
Thanksgiving Day, Nov. 25

PUMPKIN PATCH
Pumpkins Arrive, Oct. 8
Patch open, Oct. 9 -31
Monday fi Saturday, 9 a.m. d dusk
Sunday, noon - dusk
Fall Festival, Oct. 23
11a.m.i 4 p.m.

OCTOBER

BIRTHDAYS
01 Joe Noack
02 Ruth Fitzwater
03 Paul Mc Carty
03 Delaney Brown
14 Darrlyn Gragg
17 Vivian Lynch
19 Shannon Gaines
19 Joanne Ritz
20 Georgia Bickford

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES
14 Amie and Sue

Koranda

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
09 Joe Potter
10 Jeffrey Crutcher
12 Bob Leach
14 Richard Poe
17 Lisa Studer
25 Matt Gaines
27 Patricia Taylor
27 Judy Kerrigan

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
01 Don and Louise

Gerheauser
15 Phil and Rachael

Moeller
21 Bruce and Alice
Dow
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WELCOME TO THE FAMILY

What better way to make new members feel at
home than to have a potluck in their honor? Af-
ter all, Jesus told Zacheus, "Come down, didn't
you know | am having lunch with you today?"

He ate many meals with His disciples fi meals
where teaching and learning were the norm.

So a potluck is the perfect climate for the re-
ceiving of new members fi Bonnie Allard, home-
maker (right, with children Deanna and Mary) and
Suzanne Winchoba, an R.N., (far right) shown
with a welcoming Lori Cunningham.

Scout Troop 406 Excels at Camp La -No-Che The

Our local Boy Scout troop has  Scout on Aug. 2. The troop meets

Devil 60s W

been busy this summer earning ~ on Mondays at 7 p.m. in the Fellow- Tne devil came to me one day,
merit badges and advancing in rankship Hall. Boys ages 11to 16 are  Temptation hovered near.

Troop 406 went to Camp Lao-che more than welcome to join.

| felt his presence, bowed my

in central Florida the week of Clyde Holt is Scoutmaster and head.
July 11. Chuck Overholt is Assistant Scout- -~ Ang prayed to God in fear.
Attending were Christopher Holt, master. For more information you
Nicholas Sutton, Michael Caliendo may call the Millers at (352) 583 I sai d, nDear Ggd,
and Timothy McMillan. Christo-  4726. please! ’
pher, Nicholas and Michael each The troop is planning a Spaghetti | am so prone to sin.
earned five merit badges and Timo- Dinner for Saturday, Nov. 13, at the Turn now my steps from evil
thy earned 11 merit badges. Timo- Ridge Manor Community Center, ways
thy went an additional week. 34240 Cortez Blvd., to help raise And make me pureg Wi

The merit badges they earned all funds for the Troop.
together were Camping, Environ- Our special thanks to all of you
mental Science, First Aid, Swim-  who have been so thoughtful and
ming, Tracking, Emergency Prepar-brought the Troop aluminum cans
edness, Art, Basketry, Forestry, for us to recycle. That money adds

The devil snickered while | prayed;
Yet, sudden calm ¢
As thodo temptati gh

And brand new hope was found.

[@D)e1b]

Leather Works, Photography, Pulp up and we appreciate your kindness 4 Twas t hen t he deyi

and Paper Safety, and Woodwork. You will find a special container | felt my strength again,
Chris Holt advanced to Star outside the kitchen door at the And to temptatigp |
Scout on Aug. 2. Timothy church for the aluminum cans. Then walked away from sin.
McMillan, Sean Stout and Nicholas o Pauline Miller, scout
Sutton advanced to 2nd Class coordinator | never have regretted since

That time of doubt and fear,

For now | know deep in my heart
That God is always near.

Mary Thornhill (aka Georgia
Bickford), 1966, as a freshman at

Thanks to Donna Martucci, administrative as-
sistant, the office volunteer A -team receives
special thank yous for their help during the
year. Sue Hughlett looks on with a smile as
Donna and Martha Endress are captured in an

A-TEAM TREATED TO ELEGANT LUNCHEON

enjoyable photo moment.

ACal mness

S

t

hdelosialr Gillzbit Hollandf p ower . 0 7



